
Thames Ditton Infant School 
Art Curriculum Overview 

We are artists - We design, experiment and create 
 

 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Drawing: Marvellous marks 
Exploring mark making and 
using the language of texture, 
children use wax crayons to 
make rubbings and chalk on 
different surfaces. They use 
felt tips to explore colour and 
pencils to create observational 
drawings of 
their faces. 

Seasonal crafts: Threaded 
snowflakes 
Using threading skills to 
create snowflakes with 
pipe cleaners and beads. 

 
Salt dough decorations 
Creating and decorating 
Christmas tree decorations. 

  Sculpture and 3D: Creation 
station 
Manipulating playdough and 
clay to make animal 
sculptures and their own 
creations, children begin to 
use language associated with 
forces: push, pull, twist etc. 
They create natural landscape 
pictures using items they have 
found outdoors. 

Painting and mixed media: 
Paint my world 
Creating child-led paintings 
using fingers and natural items 
as tools, 
children learn that colours can 
be mixed and that paintings 
can be 
abstract or figurative. They 
make collages and explore 
different 

techniques for using paint 
when creating splatter 
pictures.  

Seasonal crafts: Salt 
painting 

Creating bold paintings in 
salt and paint. 

     

Year 1 Craft: Woven wonders 

Learning fibre art skills such 

Drawing: Exploring line and 

shape 

 Sculpture and 3D: Paper play 
Creating simple three 

 Painting and mixed media: 

Colour Splash 

 as plaiting, threading, Exploring line and shape; dimensional shapes and Exploring colour mixing 

 knotting and weaving to working and experimenting structures using familiar through paint play, children 

 create three-dimensional with different materials materials, children develop use a range of tools and 

 woven artworks inspired by through observational and skills in manipulating paper work on different surfaces. 

 artist Cecilia Vicuña. collaborative pieces inspired and card. They fold, roll They create paintings 

  by artists. and scrunch materials to inspired by Clarice Cliff and 

   make their own sculpture Jasper Johns. 

   inspired by the ‘Tree of life’  

   screen at the Sidi Saiyyed  

   Mosque. There are  

   opportunities to extend  

   learning to make a  

   collaborative sculptural piece  

   based on the art of Louise  

   Bourgeois.  

     

Year 2 Painting and mixed media: Life 
in colour Taking inspiration 
from the collage work of artist 
Romare Bearden, children 
consolidate their knowledge of 
colour mixing and create 
textures in paint using different 
tools.  

 Craft and Design: Map it Out 
Responding to a design brief, 
children create a piece of art 
that represents their local 
area using a map as their 
stimulus. They learn three 
techniques for working 
creatively with materials. 
 

 Sculpture and 3D: Clay Houses 
Developing their ability to work 
with clay, children learn how to 
create simple thumb pots then 
explore the work of sculptor 
Rachel Whiteread and apply 
her ideas in a piece that uses 
cutting, shaping, joining and 
impressing into clay. 

 



 


